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“Stronger economic growth is the essential 

foundation for a more resilient Caribbean. It is 

also a foundation for building defenses. 

Unfortunately, economic growth in the Caribbean 

has been low for several decades. This has led to 

rising social and economic challenges, including 

poverty, inequality, unemployment, and crime. 

While many authorities in the Caribbean were 

successful in their efforts to create a stable 

macroeconomic environment, growth still 

remains elusive” 

Christine Lagarde (2017)







“…more fundamentally, the per capita income 

figure conceals the lack of internal 

economic resilience in the face of adverse 

economic impacts of external origin. Thus, the 

Caribbean economies, in spite of the relatively high 

levels of per capita income, are riddled” 

William Demas (1978)



What is the State and Future of

Economic Resilience in Aruba?
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Recovered from Aruba’s seabed in 2019
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"We are called to be architects 
of the future, not its victims".

R. Buckminster Fuller
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